36                              DELESSEPS
Commerce ordered his bust in marble, and he received
the public thanks of the community lead by the Bishop.
The French colony awarded him a gold medal. In
presenting it they told him that it was " the result of a
unanimous vote. Your children will one day show
with pride to their children this permanent token of our
gratitude. Posterity, wondering at the symbols
engraved on it, will open the story of your life at this
noble page, and they will read: ' At this time
Ferdinand de Lesseps, Consul of France at Barcelona,
proved himself brave, generous, and humane. His
conduct was in the highest degree admirable.' "
His own Foreign Minister, Guizot, wrote to him:
" The King has heartily approved, sir, the manner in
which you have conducted yourself, the measures which
you have taken for the safety and welfare of your
nationals, the promptness with which you have given
asylum, without distinction of party, to Spaniards
whose lives were in peril, and the efforts which you have
made to divert from a populous town the frightful
misfortunes which menaced it."
There were not wanting, however, bitter opponents
of the minister's foreign policy, who were ready to
describe De Lesseps' disinterested actions as unwarrant-
able interference, and certain " inspired statements " of
an uncompromising character appeared in the French
Press. They were answered by creating De Lesseps
an Officer of the Legion of Honour. " By this mark
of its favour," wrote Guizot, " His Majesty's Govern-
ment has signified its reply to those unworthy calumnies
of which you have been more or less officially the
object."